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“Latinx is the gender-neutral alternative to Latino, Latina and even Latin@. Used by scholars, activists

and an increasing number of journalists, Latinx is quickly gaining popularity among the general

public. It’s part of a “linguistic revolution” that aims to move beyond gender binaries and is inclusive

of the intersecting identities of Latin American descendants. In addition to men and women from all

racial backgrounds, Latinx also makes room for people who are trans, queer, agender, non-binary,

gender non-conforming or gender fluid.” 1

Why People Are Using the Term ‘Latinx’ 

The Latinx community is the nation’s largest ethnic or racial 

minority (57.5 million) and constitutes 17.8% of the nation’s total 

population with a median age of 29. 

POPULATION 

63% of Hispanic Americans are of Mexican descent, 10% are 

Puerto Rican,  4% Cuban, 4% Salvadoran, 3% Dominican and 2% 

Guatemalan. The remaining 16% are from Central America, 

South America and other Hispanic origins. 
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Median age is 28.2 for Hispanics, compared to 37.6 for the 

population as a whole. 

More than 50% of the nation’s Hispanics live in California, 

Florida and Texas. Adding New York, Arizona, Illinois, New 

Jersey, and Colorado accounts for over 75% of all Hispanics. 

Hispanic population growth from 2000-2010 has been most 

rapid in the South and Midwest. 

2015 buying power of U.S. Hispanics was $1.3 trillion, 

projected to reach $1.7 trillion by 2020. 

DIVERSITY

40 million U.S. residents 5 

years of age and older spoke 

Spanish at home in 2015. 

Those who spoke Spanish at 

home constituted 13.3% of 

U.S. residents 5 years of age 

and older. More than half 

(59%) of these Spanish- 

speakers spoke English “very 

well.”  

LANGUAGE

The rate of 

homeownership increased 

to 46% from 45.6% in 2015. 

The number of Hispanic 

owner households units 

was 7,301,000. 

Nearly half of all first-time 

buyers were Hispanic. 

HOME OWNERSHIP

In 2016...
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Data compiled by Miguel Turcios, CRGE Research Intern 



 In 2016, 27.3 million Latinos were eligible to cast ballots, representing 12% of all eligible voters.

 In 2016, millennials made up 44% of Latino eligible voters and are the main driver of growth in the 

Latinx electorate. From 2012 to 2016, 3.2 million young U.S.-born Latinos came of age and turned 

18, accounting for 80% of the increase in Latinx eligible voters during this time.

 From 2012 to 2016, 3.2 million young U.S.-born Latinos came of age and turned 18, accounting 

for 80% of the increase in Latinx eligible voters during this time.

THE LATINX VOTE  
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 Latinos accounted for 20.8% of new 

entrepreneurs in 2015, up from 10% in 1996.

 3.3 million Latino firms, making up 12% of all 

U.S. firms. 

ENTREPRENEURS & HISPANIC- 

OWNED BUSINESSES IN THE U.S.  33.3% of Hispanics 25 and over have not 

completed high school as of 2015, 

compared to 6.7% of non-Hispanic whites.

 In 2014, 35% of Hispanics ages 18 to 24 

were enrolled in a two- or four-year college, 

up from 22% in 1993 – a 13-percentage- 

point increase.

 Nearly half, 49.6%, Hispanics who go to 

college attend a public two-year school, or

community college, the highest share of any 

race or ethnicity.

 15.5% of Hispanics have at least a 

bachelor’s degree and 4.7% an advanced 

degree, as of 2015, compared to 36.2% and 

13.5% for non-Hispanic whites. 

EDUCATION

1.2 million Hispanics or Latinos 18 and older are 

veterans of the U.S. armed forces. 

SERVING OUR COUNTRY
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